
  
 
  
             

  
                                          
 
Catholic Education Centre 
420 Creek Street 
Wallaceburg, ON  N8A 4C4 
Telephone:  519-627-6762 
Facsimile:  519-627-8230 
Website:  www.st-clair.net 
 
 
For further information regarding 
this release, please contact: 
 
Director of Education 
Paul Wubben 
519-627-6762, ext. 241 
E-mail:  media@st-clair.net 
 
Chair of the Board 
Carol Bryden 
519-627-8976 
 
Supervisor – 
Communications and 
Community Relations 
Todd Lozon 
519-627-6762  Ext. 243 
E-mail: 
todd.lozon@st-clair.net 
 
 

ST. CLAIR CATHOLIC BOARD OF TRUSTEES PASSES RESOLUTION 
OPPOSING PROVINCIAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
In July 2012, the Government of Ontario entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association.  The MoU was reached without 
representation from the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA), which 
represents Catholic school boards across the province. 
 
“This action on the part of the Minister of Education sets a bad precedent for school board 
negotiations in Ontario,” says Linda Ward, Trustee for the St. Clair Catholic District School 
Board and a Regional Director for the OCSTA. 
 
“Catholic trustees are the legally elected representatives of Ontario taxpayers who support 
Catholic schools and, as such, should be represented at the table when any contract agreements 
are reached,” says Mrs. Ward. 
 
St. Clair Catholic has not been a signatory to the MoU, along with many other Catholic school 
boards across the province. 
 
At the October 23, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees for the St. Clair Catholic 
District School Board, Mrs. Ward brought forward a notice of motion for passage of a resolution 
critical of the MoU.  The full text of the resolution, which was unanimously passed at tonight’s 
Board meeting, is below. 
 
WHEREAS school board trustees are democratically elected by the people of Ontario to be 
leaders and stewards of the Ontario education system; and 
 
WHEREAS local school board trustees are legally entrusted with the well-being of Ontario’s 
students; and 
 
WHEREAS the Ontario Education Act and the Ontario Labour Relations Act give the powers of 
an employer to local school boards; and 
 
WHEREAS the rights and powers of the democratically elected school board trustees were 
usurped by the Minister of Education on July 5, 2012 with the signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association; and 
 
WHEREAS the aforementioned action by the Minister of Education has negatively impacted the 
St. Clair Catholic District School Board; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the St. Clair Catholic District School Board make this circumstance 
known to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Education and the three Members of Provincial 
Parliament, who represent the ratepayers across the jurisdiction of the St. Clair Catholic District 
School Board, and any and all interested/affected parties. 
 
Similar resolutions are being passed by other Catholic school boards across Ontario. 
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